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The Valuing Children Initiative (VCI)

The VCI is an ambitious project that seeks to 
inspire Australian’s to value all children, 
understand that a child’s wellbeing is the 

shared responsibility of the entire community 
and ensure children are at the forefront of our 

considerations. 
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The Valuing Children Initiative is a unique project established in January this year, by Tony Pietropiccolo, the Director of Centrecare and Basil Hanna, CEO of Parkerville Children and Youth Care. Since then Emma King, the Deputy Convenor and I, have been working to develop its ambitious vision. That vision is to inspire Australians to value all children, promote understanding that a child’s wellbeing is the shared responsibility of the entire community, and ensure children are at the forefront of our considerations. It is a vision shared by hundreds of organisations, thousands of individuals and all levels of government in Australia who are committed to the wellbeing of children. 



Children are not faring as well as they 
should be…..

• In 2014 – 2015, over 42,000 children were the subject of substantiated 
reports of neglect, emotional, physical and sexual abuse. 

• Suicide is the biggest killer of young Australians, and approximately one in 
ten teenagers report that they have engaged in self-harming behaviour.

• One in five are developmentally vulnerable on one or more domains on 
commencing school.

• One in four are obese or overweight, and as a result are part of a 
generation that is predicted to have a shorter life expectancy than their 
parent’s generation because of the chronic diseases that result.
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Australian Early Development Census 2015 - https://www.aedc.gov.au/Children’s Rights Report 2015. ‘All I want is a life free from violence.’www.humanrights.gov.auhttps://www.youthbeyondblue.com/footer/stats-and-factsLawrence D, Johnson S, Hafekost J, Boterhoven De Haan K, Sawyer M, Ainley J, Zubrick SR (2015) The Mental Health of Children and Adolescents. Report on the second Australian Child and Adolescent Survey of Mental Health and Wellbeing. Department of Health, Canberra. p.iiihttp://www.acoss.org.au/media_release/child-poverty-on-the-rise-730000-children-in-poverty/



Getting on the Balcony
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Societal attitudes drive change.
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Every generation imagines itself to be more intelligent than the one 
that went before it, and wiser than the one that comes after it.” 

George Orwell
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So what do we know about Australians attitudes to children? Earlier this year, we commissioned a baseline survey by Essential Research, to get a better understanding of Australians attitudes to children. The survey has been revealing. Usually when Australians have been asked to rank issues of importance, children were not included as an option. Needless to say we did include children. It was encouraging then, that 86% said looking after the interests of children was important to them. Yet, they still placed the interests of children only ninth out of a list of ten. The survey also asked respondents to choose from 20 words to describe children today. The four most commonly chosen were spoilt, fortunate, lazy and selfish. This rather harsh characterisation of children, I think, lends weight to the need to do more to portray children in a positive light. It is also very much at odds, with the fact, that more than 17% of all children live below the poverty line, despite Australia being ranked as the seventh wealthiest nation in the world on a GDP per capita basis. It suggests that many Australians, simply do not know the circumstances of a significant number of children in Australia today.Respondents were also asked whether a child’s word, is less likely to be believed than an adults. It is concerning, that even today, 63% believed that a child’s word is less likely to be believed.



“No fundamental change occurs merely 
because government acts. It’s because 

civil society, the conscience of a country, 
begins to rise up – demand – demand –

demand change.” 

Joe Biden, Vice President of the United States.

9



Measuring Success reflects both the desire 
of those committed to addressing pressing 
social problems to better understand what 

works, and ensure they are in fact making a 
tangible difference, as well as the 

requirement to satisfy funders that their 
support and investment is having an impact.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_j3xP1p8sVY

The Valuing Children Initiative (VCI)

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=youtube%ee%80%81+the+valuing+children+%ee%80%80initiative&qpvt=youtube%ee%80%81+the+valuing+children+%ee%80%80initiative&view=detail&mid=3B9802A51BFDB919F7CB3B9802A51BFDB919F7CB&FORM=VRDGAR
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