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The Valuing Children Initiative echoes calls for a school lunch program for
children funded by both State and Federal Government’s to ensure no child is
hungry in WA with the release of the Joint Standing Committee on the
Commissioner for Children and Young People, Hungry for Change report today.

Valuing Children Development Executive Sarah Quinton said we are failing our
children because we don’t value their needs and the systems required to
support their families.

“What does this say about us a society when our children are suffering from
hunger pains to the point it affects their wellbeing and ability to concentrate at
school?,” she said.

“We have enough food, we have enough money, but we are not getting it to
the children who need it the most and the impacts for them are dangerous and
lifelong.

“We must shift our thinking to value children, giving them priority status in
every policy, legislation and organisation in our community. The Valuing
Children Initiative calls on the Government to adopt a Child and Youth Impact
Assessment Tool which would ensure the rights of children are upheld and at
the centre of our decision making.”

The Valuing Children Initiative, a project by Centrecare, is launching a
campaign for a national Child Poverty Reduction Act which would report to
Parliament every year on child poverty.

“Alarmingly, about 17 per cent of our children experience food insecurity, but
we don’t know the exact amount, because we don’t measure it,” said Ms
Quinton.

“This is why the Valuing Children Initiative will be calling on the Federal
Government to adopt a Child Poverty Reduction Act so we can accurately



measure child poverty, where it exists and how to deliver the services to
children where and when they need them.”

The Centrecare and Valuing Children Initiative Submission to the inquiry
recommended:

. Clear and accessible data and regular reporting

. Apply a human/child rights lens

. Establish an advisory committee

. Address poverty

. Listen to people with lived experience, including children
. Whole of government Child and Youth Wellbeing Strategy
. Food Stress Index and food basket

. Expand school breakfast programs

. Collaborative, community-led and place-based responses
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Hungry for Change - JSCCCYP report 6.pdf (parliament.wa.gov.au)

Centrecare and Valuing Children Initiative Submission to the inquiry

Media Contact: Tony Pietropiccolo AM 0417951595
Sarah Quinton 0439439233


https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/(Report+Lookup+by+Com+ID)/B51A875893263FC0482589D500291565/$file/Hungry%20for%20Change%20-%20JSCCCYP%20report%206.pdf
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/commit.nsf/luInquiryPublicSubmissions/DE79DDB7D26A39F348258863002184CE/$file/00005NoCover.pdf

The Valuing Children Initiative (VCI) was established in 2016 to inspire
Australians to value all children, promote understanding that children’s
wellbeing is the shared responsibility of the entire community, and ensure
children are at the forefront of our considerations.

VCl’s vision is the creation of a society in which all children in Australia
experience the caring, safe, and supported childhood they deserve. The VCI
recognises the important contributions children make to our society in the
here and now and advocates to ensure children are treated with dignity and
respect. This includes ensuring children and young people are provided with
opportunities to express their views and opinions.

https://valuingchildreninitiative.com.au/



